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LUNCHEON

Join us at Maggiano’s
516 N Clark, Chicago, IL

Date: March 17, 2005

Time: Reception - 11:30 A.M.
Luncheon - 12:00 P.M.

Topic: CATS Funding Programs

Speaker: Patricia Berry
Director Transportation
Improvement Program.

Summary: Ms. Berry will review
CATS funding programs and
discuss the current 5-year TIP

OF THE ILLINOIS SECTION
INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORTATION ENGINEEERS

As a symbol of the change in leadership, outgoing Sec-
tion President Jeff Young (left) of the McHenry County
Highway Department presents the president’s gavel to
the incoming president Todd Fagen (right) of Land
Strategies, Inc.

| appreciate the opportunity to serve the ITE Illi-
nois Section this year as President. The year has
started out well with the Annual Banquet bringing
in over $2,000 in student scholarship contribu-
tions, which includes the help of John Mick and
other Past Presidents matching the contributions
at 5 percent. A much appreciated and great tra-
dition to continue. It was also encouraging to see
students from the University of lllinois, Cham-
paign attending the banquet.

| am fortunate to be working with a fine Execu-
tive Board. All of them very sharp and moving
forward with great ideas and energy. Mark Rin-
nan has been improving ITEMs and will be work-
ing double time by also leading the Public Affairs
Group. Sagar Sonar is taking the reins of the
always busy Activities Group, while Matt Letour-

’hw VOLUME 44, ISSUE 1

March 2005

SPRING ISSUE

neau is planning a May ITS Technical Seminar
jointly sponsored by ITS Midwest and the ITE
Illinois Section. Joe Emry is working on the diffi-
cult task of making sure all of our member’s
information is updated. This is critical to our
ultimate goal of having all information dissemi-
nation and voting via email. Chris Hager is chair
of the Student Affairs Group and will continue in
the effort for more student involvement. The
Past President, Jeff Young, has done a great job
of setting the stage for potential new chapters in
the Rockford area and possibly central Illinois.
My goal for the year is to continue discussions
with members in those parts of the state and
have at least one Chapter established by next
year. Thank you Jeff for your hard work, thought-
ful insights and heartfelt desire to move the ITE
Illinois Section forward.

This year looks challenging and fun as we juggle
our obligations to family, work and ITE. But |
fully expect that all of our goals will be met. We
always need and welcome help from all ITE
members. So please contact any of us in the
upcoming year should you desire to become

involved.

FUTURE
ENGINEERS FOR
FUTURE CITIES

See pages 2, 3and 6
for award winning
students and page 5
for ways to
encourage youth to
prepare for
transportation
career fields
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STATEWIDE

The Governor delivered his
Budget Address, the key-
stone of his proposed spend-
ing plan was a new construc-
tion program financed by a
$.75 per package increase in
the cigarette tax. The shift
away from the traditional “sin
taxes” on casinos to tobacco
reflects a growing concern
that the Illinois casino indus-
try may be losing some of its
allure as a financing vehicle
for a myriad of other uses.
While the proposed spending
plan reflected “only” a $ 1

billion deficit, it also ear-
marked a paltry $ 140 million
in new education funding
which is sure to sour many
Democrats in the General
Assembly. Still the $ 52 bil-
lion initiative is $ 600 million
less than FY 2005 and only
slightly above his first $52.4
billion effort in FY 2004. In
order to sustain the bonding
for the construction program,
the govenor’s chief budget
officer, John Filan, suggested
“sweeping” unspent balances
from special funds into the

SHARED PATH 2030 UPDATE

The first meeting of the joint
Northeastern lllinois Planning
Commission (NIPC) and Chi-
cago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) Transportation/
Land Use Coordinating Com-
mittee was held at the CATS
office, 300 W Adams St., in
Chicago, on Monday, Febru-

ary 14 at 3:00 p.m. The
Committee is initially com-
prised of the President and
Vice President of NIPC, the
Chairman and Vice Chairman
of CATS, and the Chairman of
the CATS Council of Mayors
Executive Committee. The
Coordinating Committee was

MULTI-MODAL NEWS

FEDERAL TRANSIT BILL
WOULD EXTEND LINE
TO PEOTONE AIRPORT

The Metra Electric Line would be
extended to an airport near Peo-
tone in the latest round of pro-
jects considered for a new fed-
eral transportation bill. At a cost
of $300 million, the Electric Line
extension would cover eight
miles and possibly one or more

new stations. The project,

general fund. However, Di-
rector Filan did indicate that
one of the funds that would
NOT be swept was the “road
fund”. Finally, the Rockford
papers reported that at the
House Special Hearings on
State Finance, State Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Doug Whitley was joined by
AFL-CIO head Margaret
Blackshere in denouncing
past road fund diversions as
severely damaging the
state’s economic climate.

created to fully evaluate or-
ganizational and implementa-
tion policies concerning the
integration of comprehensive
and transportation planning
in northeastern lllinois. The
agenda for this first meeting
was a discussion on role and
schedule.

To read more, visit http://

Lynn Kohlhaas, a civil engineer-
ing major at IIT is presented the
2005 lllinois Section student
scholarship award by Tim
Sjogren of Jacob & Hefner Asso-
ciates, PC.

The ITE lllinois
Section Scholarship
awards $2,000
annually to a full-
time sophomore,
junior, or senior in
an lllinois college or
university interested
in transportation
engineering or
planning careers.

Visit www.ilite.org

for more details

sponsored in Congress by U.S.
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. (D-2nd)
of Chicago, was given new life
last week when Gov. Rod
Blagojevich pledged to build
the airport. That support, Jack-
son officials said, spurred
Metra and the lllinois Depart-
ment of Transportation to
climb aboard.

www.dailysouthtown.com/
southtown/
dsnews/081nd2.htm or
http://
www.chicagotribune.com/
news/local/chi-
0502080235feb08,1,69718
15.story.

For his paper on driver behavior
in work zones, UIUC student
Dazhi Sun is presented the Stu-
dent Paper Award by Maynard
Abuan of Civiltech
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AWARDS BANQUET

Two tickets to see the Chi-
cago Bulls, two tickets to a
Chicago Cubs game, a week-
end get-away for 2 at the Oak
Brook Hills Resort, an excel-
lent dinner catered to your
home, and other donated
items with a value of about
$2,200 were auctioned off
either silently or live by the
very entertaining John Mick.
This and the distinguished
awards highlighted another
very successful lllinois Sec-
tion ITE Annual Banquet.

Top honors for 2005 went to
Martin Buehler, County Engi-
neer and Director of Trans-
portation for Lake County.
Mr. Buehler was presented
the prestigious Past Presi-
dent’s Award for outstanding
service to the transportation
profession.

The lllinois Section annually
recognizes a student from an
lllinois college or university
interested in transportation
engineering or transportation
planning as a career. This

THE FARE BOX

METRA COULD CHUG
FROM KENOSHA TO
MILWAUKEE BY ‘09

The Metra rail system could
be transporting passengers
between Kenosha and Mil-
waukee as soon as 2009.
That is, if the advocates in
Milwaukee, Racine and

year’s $2,000 scholarship
was awarded to Ms. Lynn
Kohlhass of the lllinois Insti-
tute of Technology and one of
the founders of the IIT stu-
dent chapter

Another Section award is for
best paper addressing a
transportation related subject
submitted by a student in an
undergraduate program in
lllinois. This year $1,000
was awarded to Mr. Dazhi
Sun for his paper titled " How
do drivers behave when they
drive through highway work
zone? - An in-depth analysis
on platooning and gap char-
acteristics". Mr.Sunis a
student at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

The banquet committee
would like to thank several
contributors and top bidders
for supporting the event. A
special thanks to the Mick
family for top bid of the night
for the Oak Brook Hills resort
package contributed by Ed-
wards and Kelcey. The com-

Kenosha counties can find
enough fiscal fuel to fire up
the economic engine the
commuter rail line could be-
come. County executives
from the three counties and
the mayors of those cities
met Jan. 13 to consider how
to proceed. And Kenosha
County executive Allan Kehl

mittee also thanks Metro
Transportation Group for
donations exceeding $400,
Land Strategies Inc. for the
Bulls tickets, Civiltech Engi-
neering for donations exceed-
ing $250, Amarpal Matharu
for the donated catered in-
home dinner, Regina Webster
& Associates, and the 3M
Corporation for their gener-
ous contributions.

The surprise award of the
evening was to Mr. Chester
Kropidlowski who for years
has been vigorously defend-
ing his master joke teller title.
While this year was no excep-
tion, the difference was there
was no competitors, prompt-
ing Past President Jeff Young
to present a lifetime achieve-
ment award as “Master of
Comedy”. Think you can out-
wit Chester? Better start
practicing your delivery on
those internet jokes now and
make plans to attend the
banquet next year!

says all six leaders agreed to
sign an agreement to pro-
ceed, which is being drafted
by the Southeastern Wiscon-
sin Regional Planning Com-
mission. To read more, visit
http://
www.onmilwaukee.com/
buzz/articles/
wispol020105.html

Martin Buehler Director of
Transportation and County
Engineer for Lake County is
presented the Past President’s
award by Tom Kaeser of TY Lin

The lllinois Section
provides a $1,000
award and
opportunity for
recoghition to a
student enrolled in
lllinois as sole-author
of a paper. For
additional eligibility
requirements visit
http://www.ilite.org/
studentaffairs/
papercompetitioninfo

.htm

Qur celebrity guest host pre-
sents Chester Kropidlowski of
TY Lin with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment award for “Master of
Comedy”. Ms. Kropidlowski
announces ‘here’s looking at
you, kid!”
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TRB NEWS—
WHITETOPPING

TRB’s National Cooperative
Highway Research Program
(NCHRP) Synthesis 338: Thin
and Ultra-Thin Whitetopping
summarizes available infor-
mation to document how
state departments of trans-
portation and others are
currently using thin and ultra-
thin whitetopping overlays
among various pavement
rehabilitation alternatives.
The report covers all stages
of the proper application of
whitetopping overlays, in-

CONTEXT SENSITIVE

New York, NY - The Federal
Highway Administration
(FHWA) solidifies their en-
dorsement of transportation
projects that respond better
to the needs of the commu-
nity and environment with a
new website,
www.ContextSensitiveSolutio
ns.org, created by Project for
Public Spaces. "Context-
Sensitive Solutions" is a rela-
tively new mandate from the
Federal Highway Administra-
tion to design streets and
roads that fit their physical
setting, and respond to the
desires and needs of the
community. The new website
allows transportation profes-
sionals, as well as elected
officials and concerned citi-
zens, to initiate and better

THE SURFACE COURSE

cluding project selection,
design, materials selection,
construction, maintenance,
and eventual rehabilitation
or replacement.

SUPERPAVE FOR
PHASE Il ENGINEER-
NEERS

The lllinois Road and Trans-
portation Builders Associa-
tion (IRTBA) and the Chicago
Department of Transporta-
tion are sponsoring a special
seminar on Superpave. The
course is designed to intro-
duce and familiarize design-
ers with different mixes in-

participate in a better com-
munity-oriented transporta-
tion planning process.

Context Sensitive Solutions
(CSS) recognizes the funda-
mental role that transporta-
tion plays in our lives and
that the public has an impor-
tant role to play in shaping
the design of transportation
facilities to support its con-
text. The FHWA has adopted
CSS as one of its “vital few
strategies” for state DOT
adoption by year 2007. CSS
recognizes that every trans-
portation project has a spe-
cific context to preserve and
enhance in an inclusive plan-
ning approach with civic lead-
ers and community stake-
holders.

ite=

cluding HMA, the new PCC
Specialty mixes and varying
design conditions. The
course will be taught by Jay
Behnke and Fred Garrett of
S.T.AT.E. Testing Labs on
March 8th and then again on
March 22nd. Space will be
limited so mark your calen-
dars now. Please e-mail
Michelle Beecher at michel-
lebeecher@sbcglobal.net,
call at S.T.A.T.E.’s Dundee
office (847) 836-6002, or
fax her at (847) 836-6342
for registration forms and
information.

The FHWA hired Project for
Public Spaces, a 30-year-old
nonprofit that uses a
“placemaking” approach to
help communities in the U.S.
and abroad improve their
streets as public spaces, as
well as parks, squares, build-
ings and public markets.

“For so many years, commu-
nities have seen their trans-
portation departments as
another obstacle. Now, work-
ing with the FHWA on this
project has shown us that the
agency can be a pivotal part-
ner in the creation of better
communities with improved
streets, roads and public
spaces,” said Fred Kent,
president of Project for Public
Spaces.
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Context Sensitive
Solutions (CSS)
recoghizes the
fundamental role
that transportation
plays in our lives
and that the public
has an important
role to play in
shaping the design
of transportation

facilities ...

%ﬂ.kiﬂg Beyond the Pavéﬁii;ni

Visit the FHWA Context Sensitive
Desigh web site at http://
www.fhwa.dot.gov/csd/
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by Joseph Fazio, Ph.D., P.E.,
P.T.O.E., Visiting Faculty,
Transportation Research and
Injury Prevention Program,
Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi, Hauz Khas, New Delhi
110016, India

Traffic engineers time signal-
ized Intersections so that
GREEN indications have du-
rations greater than or equal
to minimum GREEN (Gmin).
Such GREEN safely allows
pedestrians to complete their
movements without being
‘trapped' on an intersection's
vehicular traffic lane when a
phase changes. Also impor-
tant for pedestrian safety is
the maximum RED time
(Rmax) that pedestrians are
willing to wait before they
balk their RED indications,
i.e., begin their movements
while cross, motor-vehicular
traffic still has the GREEN
indication.

Professor Geetam Tiwari
(geetamt@gmail.com) in the
Transportation Research and
Injury Prevention Program at
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Delhi (http://
www.iitd.ernet.in/tripp/) re-
cently conducted a pedes-
trian study regarding balking
behavior at 7 siginalized in-
tersections. Under her guid-
ance, Abhimanyu Godara
(abhimanyu_godara@rediffm
ail.com), a B.Tech. Civil Engi-
neering student from IT-BHU
(Institute of Technology -
Banaras Hindu University), in

YOU KNOW Gmin, WHAT ABOUT Rmax?

Varanasi, India, produced
Table 1 from the results. On
average, 15% of pedestrians
balked, i.e., 85% did not balk,
after 68 seconds from begin-
ning of RED. Approximately,
50% balked 88 seconds into
RED. Only 1% balked after 4
seconds of RED.

Given potentially severe
consequences of any pedes-
trian - motor vehicle collision,
Rmax is set when 15% of
pedestrians balk during RED,
i.e., 65 seconds. When RED
exceeds Rmayx, a sufficiently
number of pedestrians be-
come impatient and look for
ways to complete their move-
ments during RED including
nearby midblock locations.

Exceeding Rmax becomes a
concern to traffic engineers
when cycle lengths are long.
In New Delhi given its wide
arterials and high demands,
pretimed cycle lengths rang-
ing from 170 seconds to 280
seconds are typical. Some-
times during peak hours,
traffic police officers at sig-
nalized intersections manu-
ally increase green phase
durations of certain traffic
movements to improve their
flow. Such practices cause
unwanted increases in cycle
lengths, and cause much
queuing and delay for other
movements. Complicating
the issue further are stan-
dard signal timing practices
of protecting all right-turns
(U.S. left-turns) and allowing

i{e=

‘free' left-turns (U.S.right-
turns) at all signalized inter-
sections. A 'free' turn is not
the same as RTOR; one can
turn regardless of the current
signal indication and the
presence of pedestrians, i.e.,
one is 'free' from the traffic
signal control. One observes
pedestrian platoons forcing
their movement during RED
at signalized intersections
and adjacent midblock loca-
tions after patiently waiting
65 seconds. New Delhi has a
high frequency of pedestrian
- vehicle collisions.

A possible countermeasure
is to change the green splits
so that RED does not exceed
Rmax. Another possibility is
to proportionally reduce cycle
lengths, green phases, and
keep the same phasing se-

Countdown signals show pedes-
trians how many seconds of
crossing time remain

Also important for
pedestrian safety
is the maximum
RED time (Rmax)
that pedestrians
are willing to wait

before they balk

quence. their RED
indications . . .
Table 1
Pedestrian Balking Distribution

% of waiting pedestrians that balked Time from beginning of RED,
(2096) seconds
1% (21) 3.20
5% (104) 19.54
10%(210) 55.36
15% (314) 66.12
50% (1048) 88.20
85% (1782) 113.12
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

CAREER DAY
ACTIVITIES

Anne J. Cothran, Director of
Student Affairs at Morton
West High School e-mailed
the Section stating “On be-
half of the students and fac-
ulty at J.S. Morton West High
School, | want to express our
appreciation for your partici-
pation in our Career Day.
Your efforts play a vital role in
improving the quality of life
for those hardworking stu-

ITE NATIONAL
DANIEL B. FAMBRO
STUDENT PAPER
AWARD

If you are a student member
of the Institute of Transporta-
tion Engineers, you are in-
vited to submit a written pa-
per on a transportation-
engineering topic for consid-
eration in the 2005 ITE Stu-
dent Paper Award Competi-
tion. This competition is
separate from the lllinois
Section competition and
those participants are en-
couraged to participate. The
award includes recongnition
at the ITE Annual Meeting
and in the ITE Journal, a
plague, up to $1,000 to reim-
burse for travel expenses to
attend the ITE Annual Meet-
ing and possibility of your
paper being published in the
ITE Journal. You must be an

dents who need your insight
and expertise. By participat-
ing in activities like Career
Day, and talking about your
job, your experience be-
comes an invaluable re-
source for the next genera-
tion. “ Her thanks were for
our participation at their Ca-
reer Day held November 17,
2004 where 45 student were
shown a PowerPoint presen-
tation on the Transportation
Engineering career field in
three small group settings.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

ITE student member between
April 1, 2004 and March 31,
2005, must have completed
the work that provides the
basis for the paper while a
student member of ITE, and
must be the only author (no
co-authors). For more infor-
mation contact Heather
Talbert, at ITE, 1099 14th
Street, NW Suite 300 West,
Washington, D.C. 2005-3438
or by e-mail at
htalbert@ite.org

ite=

Many of the student had
thoughtful questions includ-
ing how to start in the career
field (summer intern for
those 18 or older as survey
crew and CADD tech was
suggested. Melanie Williams
of Christopher B. Burke Engi-
neers has volunteered to
assist at the Morton East
High School Career day to be
held May 11, 2005. If you
are interested in this or plan-
ning other events call Mark
Rinnan at 312.424.5419.

MOTIVATE YOUR CHAP-
TER!

Congratulations to Lynn Kohl-
hass for her efforts in getting
the ITE Student Chapter going
at lIT! Always strong in student
involvement is Dr. Ray Beneko-
hal pictured below with stu-
dents from the University of
lllinois at this year’s Annual
Awards Banquet. Soon to be

seen Northwestern and Bradley
Universities?!
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REFER A FRIEND

The lllinois Section will send
a complementary issue of
ITEMS to your friend or
business acquaintance who
may be interested in joining
ITE. E-mail the contact
information to your ITEMS
editor at:
mrinnan@ekmail.com

or fax the information to
312.251.3015. The
contact will be provided
membership information
and acknowledgement of
your referral.
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The Chicago Regional Future
City Competition was held at
UIC on Saturday, January 29,
2005. ITE lllinois Section
once again was a prominent
supporter of the Chicago
Regional of the Future City
Competition and its commit-
ment to teach prospective
future engineers about the
engineering profession. The
nationwide competition is in
its 13th year.

Amarpal Matharu and Berna
Sidal of CH2M HILL served as
judges for the ITE lllinois Sec-
tion Special Award,
"Excellence in Transportation
Safety and Operations". The
program began for the 7th
and 8th grade students in
September and culminated

The purpose of this an-
nouncement is to solicit prob-
lem statements identifying
research needs for the Tran-
sit Cooperative Research
Program (TCRP) Fiscal Year
2006 Program. These sub-
mittals form the basis for
selection of the annual TCRP
research program.

The TCRP undertakes applied
research and technical activi-
ties focusing on the needs of
transit operating agen-

cies. Research is conducted
in all areas of public trans-
portation, including opera-
tions, policy, planning, ser-

FUTURE ENGINEERS—FUTURE CITIES

with the competition on Janu-
ary 29. Special Awards were
given to 12 of the 17 schools
at the competition.

The ITE lllinois Section Spe-
cial Award was presented to
Franklin Middle School for
their Future City titled Los
Upsilaurum. Franklin Middle
School was leading heading
into the final round, but Hub-
ble Middle School fought
back during the finals round
and won the overall title by
the narrowest of margins.
Third place went to the Sci-
ence Academy of Chicago,
fourth to Chicago State Uni-
versity Middle School, and
fifth place to St. Viator School
in Chicago. Congratulations
to all participants.

REQUEST FOR TCRP RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENTS FY 2006

vice configuration, engineer-
ing of vehicles and facilities,
maintenance, human re-
sources, and administration.
The TCRP focuses on re-
search that is consistent
with, and supportive of, Fed-
eral Transit Administration’s
(FTA's) Strategic Business
Plan and Policy Initiatives,
and TCRP Strategic Priori-
ties. Presented below are
four FTA strategic research
goals that align with the FY
2005 FTA Strategic Business
Plan, and support FTA's stra-
tegic goal of making public
transportation the mode of
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Students of the Franklin Middle School from Wheaton, lllinois explain the
details of their urban plan.

THE ILLINOIS
SECTION...

...includes Rockford,
Peoria, Springfield,
Urbana Champaign, the
Quad Cities and many
other lllinois
municipalities. ITEMS is
seeking contributing

choice in America.
authors or reference

* Increase Ridership sources for news in your
community. E-mail your
ideas to the ITEMS editor

at mrinnan@ekmail.com

« Improve Safety, Security and
Emergency Preparedness

e Improve Capital and Operat-
ing Efficiencies

e Protect the Environment and
Promote Energy Independ-
ence

Research Problem State-
ments for the Fiscal Year

2006 Transit Cooperative
Research Program are due by
June 15, 2005. For more
information visit http://
www4.trb.org/trb/crp.nsf
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LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

TRANSPORTATION
EFFICIENCY ACT-A
LEGACY FOR USERS
(TEA—-LU)

On February 9, 2005, House

Transportation & Infrastructure
(T&l) Committee Chairman Don
Young (R-AK) and ranking mem-
ber James Oberstar (D-MN)
introduced legislation to reau-
thorize the federal highway,
public transportation, highway
safety, and motor carrier safety
programs at $283.9 billion for
six years—from fiscal years
2004 through 2009.

During the week of February
14th, the American Road and
Transportation Builders (ARTBA)
reported that he feels that while
the House is poised to pass a

CONTINUING ED

SPRING SEMINAR

In late May/early June the Illi-
nois Section of ITE and ITS Mid-
west will sponsor a two-day
technical seminar on Traffic
Signal Design and Operation.
This course, administered by the
National Highway Institute (NHI),
will be held in Champaign, IL
and will cost $175 per person,
which includes instruction,
course materials and breaktime
refreshments. Below is a fur-
ther description of the course
from NHI:

There is a need to understand
that the congestion and delays
that exist on our streets and
roadways can be managed bet-
ter with a thorough understand-
ing of effective traffic signal

bill at the $ 284 billion mark,
that the Senate is uniting be-
hind a higher figure. That
would seem to comport with
Senate Democratic Leader
Harry Reid's comment about a
bill having to be in the $ 300
billion range in order to garner
Democratic support.

Meanwhile, reports were com-
ing out of Washington that the
House was poised to move on
its version of the bill sometime
next week or the following
week. There is a desire to have
the House version finalized
before the "Congressional
Spring Break" which starts on
March 20th. Approval by the
House would put considerable

timing and optimization. Well
developed, designed, imple-
mented, maintained, and oper-
ated traffic signal control pro-
jects are essential to this proc-
ess. Engineering tools are avail-

able to design, optimize, analyze,

and simulate traffic flow. This
course addresses the applica-
tion of the Manual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
to intersection displays, as well
as signal timing, computerized
traffic signal systems, control
strategies, integrated systems,
traffic control simulation and
optimization software. The
course is divided into two pri-

mary parts: Traffic Signal Timing

and Design, and Traffic Signal
Systems. More information will
be distributed via e-mail to sec-

ite=

pressure on the Senate to take
action "sooner than later" at an
"acceptable" level to the Presi-
dent-namely the $ 284 figure.

An Executive Summary of the
TEA LU can be viewed at http://
www.house.gov/
transportation/highway/
issues/tealu109.pdf

The full bill can be viewed at
http://www.house.gov/
transportation/highway/
issues/tealu109bill.pdf

As a source for portions of this
article, ITEMS acknowledges
“Friday Facts” published by the
lllinois Road and Transporta-
tion Builders Association.

tion members as details are
finalized.

EARN 2 PDH

According to the lllinois Society
of Professional Engineers,
“active participation on a com-
mittee or holding an office in a
professional or technical soci-
ety” qualifies as 2 PDH per
committee or office with a
maximum of 8 PDH per renewal
period for Society Involvement.
SO, VOLUNTEERS interested in
the vacant ITE lllinois Section
Public Affairs Committee Chair
should contact Mark Rinnan at
312.424.5419. For more info
see http://www.ilspe.com/
ProfessionalDevelop-
ment.asp#Counts
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The
administration
released a $57.5
billion FY 2006
transportation
budget, one
percent less than
last year’s
proposed
budget.

NHI

4600 N. Fairfax Drive
Suite 800
Arlington, VA 22203
1-877-558-6873

For course description
see http.//
www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/
coursedesc.asp?
coursenum=82
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On Friday, January 28, 2005
the Civic Federation and Chi-
cago Metropolis 2020 co-
hosted a Transportation Fi-
nance Forum held at the
Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago. The half-day event
was attended by over 150
guests from city, county, and
state agencies, business
leaders from some of the
regions top corporations, and
others interested in new
ideas on how to fund trans-
portation infrastructure im-
provements . The agenda
included presentations by
Peter Hutchinson of the Pub-
lic Strategies Group, Frank
Beal of Chicago Metropolis
2020, Lise Valentine of The
Civic Federation, Robert
Puentes, of the Brookings
Institution, Sean MacDonald
of Macquarie Infrastructure
Group, Jack Hartman of the
llliniois State Toll Highway
Authority, and Timothy Martin
of the lllinois Department of
Transportation. Mr. Hutchin-
son lead off with a very inter-

2005 IBTTA TOLL
EXCELLENCE
AWARDS

The International Bridge
Tunnel and Turnpike Asso-
ciation (IBTTA) announces
its Toll Excellence Awards
program that recognizes
IBTTA-member toll agencies
that are furthering the aims
of the industry through

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE FORUM

esting presentation on how
traditional methods of fund-
ing transportation improve-

ments is broke and is likely to

stay that way. In his presen-
tation, Mr. Hutchinson made
the case that strong pres-
sures on public financing to
“educate, incarcerate, and
medicate” the public create a
permanent financial crisis.
These priorities, along with
resistance to “price” in-
creases for government ser-
vices (tax increases) will re-
sult in traditional remedies
like budget cuts. A short
summary of his solution is for
government leadership will-
ing to buys results and de-
mands performance account-
ability. Next Mr. Beal pre-
sented a summary of tradi-
tional funding resources and
expenditures for the region.
He noted gas tax revenue
lags demand and bonding
authority is almost gone.
Some solutions presented
were better intergovernmen-
tal cooperation and market

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

creative, innovative and posi-
tive programs. Entries
should be for a project, pro-
gram, policy or action imple-
mented within three years of
submittal, with at least 12
months of proven experience.
Agencies are only allowed to
submit one entry per cate-
gory but may submit an entry
for more than one category.

ite=

pricing. Ms. Valentine’s pres-
entation included many of
the same issues, but with a
focus on transit. A conclu-
sion presented here was the
RTA needs to advocate for
transit from a regional per-
spective. Rob Puentes noted
the potential of toll conges-
tion pricing, and public pri-
vate partnerships. Sean
MacDonald presented infor-
mation on private investment
in public infrastructure such
as his firm’s recently com-
pleted lease of the Chicago
Skyway. Electronic Toll Collec-
tion is planned to be imple-
mented on the Skyway by
2006. Jack Hartman ex-
plained the conversion to
Open Road Tolling (ORT) and
related congestion pricing
initiatives. Tim Martin sum-
marized the current TEA
status and budget challenges
faced by state government.
To view pdf versions of the
presentations access http://
civicfed.org/ev050128
_transportation.html.

The five categories are: Ad-
ministration, Customer Ser-
vice, Operations, Social Re-
sponsibility, and Technology.
The Deadline for submissions
is March 18, 2005.

For more information
download the Program Guide-
lines pdf at http://
www.ibtta.org/docs/Toll%
20Brochure.pdf
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Panelist (I to r} Tim Martin, Jack
Hartman, Frank Beal, Peter
Hutchinson, Rob Puentes, and
Lise Valentine

IBTTA 73RD
ANNUAL MEETING
& EXPOSITION

September 17-21, 2005

Renaissance Cleveland
Hotel

Cleveland, Ohio

Visit http://www.ibtta.org/
website/article.asp?id=5

Tollway

Travel Times

==

www.gcmiravel.com
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CONFERENCE CALL

ACEC ANNUAL CON-
VENTION

ITS AMERICA ANNUAL
MEETING

A list of conferences is provided
for your consideration:

=R
(=)
&=

i

ITE MIDWEST DISTRICT
CONFERENECE

Sunday through Wednesday, and Exhibit
April 10 to 13 at the Grand
Hyatt, Washington, D.C.
www.acec.org/events/

annualconference/index.cfm

Monday through Wednesday
May 2 to 4, Phoenix Civic Plaza,
Phoenix, Arizona http://
www.itsa.org/
annualmeeting.html

QUGUST
1-10, 2005

arrh

Wednesday through Friday, June
22 to 24 at the Kalahari Resort,
Wisconsin Dells.

ITE ANNUAL
MEETING AND
EXHIBIT

12TH INTERNATIONA-
TIONAL HIGH-
OCCUPANCY VEHICLE
(HOV) CONFERENCE

www.midwesternite.org/ TRANSPORT CHICAGO

district4conferences.htm
Friday, June 3 at the lllinois

SYMPOSIUM ON VISI- Institute of Technology

BILITY AND TRAFFIC
CONTROL DEVICES

www.transportchicago.org/
pages/1/index.htm

Sunday through
Monday through Wednesday,

April 18-20, 2005, in Hous-
ton, Texas. TRB is sponsor-
ing the conference theme

Wednesday, August 7
30TH ANNUAL SUMMER

PORTS, WATERWAYS,
FREIGHT, AND INTERN-
NATIONAL TRADE CON-
FERENCE

Monday and Tuesday, April 4 & 5
in Washington, DC. TRB is spon-
soring the 17th Biennial Sympo-

to 10 at the Melbourne

Exhibition and
focuses on HOV systems,

managed lanes, and pricing:

sium on Visibility and Traffic Con- Convention Center,

trol Devices. Online registration

is now open .http://trb.org/
Conferences/Visibility/

strategies for improving met-
ropolitan mobility and acces-

Sunday through Tuesday, July

Melbourne, Victoria,

Australia. www.ite.org/

sibility. For additional infor- 10 to 12 in Boston, Massachu-

mation e-mail Richard Cu-
nard at RCunard@nas.edu

CALL FOR PAPERS

TRANSPORT CHICAGO

The volunteer Steering Committee invites
you to present a research paper at the
20th annual Transport Chicago confer-
ence. We seek papers dealing with all
aspects of transportation, including plan-
ning, mass transit, freight, air, rail, bicycle
transportation and walking. If interested,
please submit a 250-word abstract for
anonymous review by the Steering Com-
mittee by Monday, March 14, 2005. Link
to the conference website to obtain a
copy of the official Call for Papers.

http://www.transportchicago.org/
pages/1/index.htm

more details.

THE LAND DEVELOPMENT WEST
CONFERENCE & EXPO

Sponsored by CE News magazine, this
year's show is being held November 2-5 at

the SunBurst Resort in Scottsdale, Arizona.

The conference program will feature :

* Regional Growth and Planning

¢ Collaboration and Project Management

* Leadership and Business Management

¢ Successful Land and Community Devel-
opment Projects

Deadline for proposals is March 15, 2005.
Download the pdf at http://
events.zweigwhite.com/1d2005/west/
presenters.asp or contact Michael Schei-
bach, Ph.D., Conference Director, at 816-
350-2049

setts. E-mail Joedy Cambridge
at JCambridge@nas.edu for

annualmeeting/

11TH AASHTO/TRB MAINTENANCE
MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE

TRB is cosponsoring the 11th AASHTO/TRB
Maintenance Management Conference July
16-20, 2006, in Charleston, South Carolina.
Papers describing current practices, techno-
logical innovations, and/or the results of re-
cent research involving maintenance of trans-
portation facilities in the areas of manage-
ment, program evaluation, personnel, environ-
mental stewardship, and technologies are
being solicited for presentation at the confer-
ence. Abstracts of proposed papers are due by
June 1, 2005. Download the call for abstract
at http://gulliver.trb.org/conferences/
MMC_CALL-FOR-ABSTRACTS.pdf
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EMPLOYMENT OPPOUTUNITIES

Traffic Engineer
Metro Transportation Group, Inc. is a 30-person

traffic engineering and transportation planning
firm located in Hoffman Estates and Chicago,
lllinois and Fort Myers, Florida. We are seeking a
Traffic Engineer for our Hoffman Estates office.
This position requires a 4-year degree and 5to 8
years experience in conducting and managing
traffic impact analyses, traffic operations analy-
ses, traffic simulation and experience in making

public presentations/public hearings. The ideal

candidate must have their P.E., P.T.O.E. or ability
to obtain. Experience with the following software
is also necessary: Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Syn-
chro/Simtraffic, HCS and other transportation
related software.

In addition to technical skills, the ability to work
in a team environment on engineering and plan-

o Traffic Engineering
Transportation Planning

m Signal Systems/Design

MEeTRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC.

3100 W. Higgins Road, Ste. 100
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195-2093
Telephone: 630.213.1000
Facsimile: 630.213.3227

www.metrotransportation.com

CIVILTECH

An Employee-Owned Business

Transportation - Civil = Construction - Environmental - Structural

Planning = Surveying - Land Acquisition = Landscape Architecture

Itasca, lllinois ~ Chicago, Illinois

www.civiltechinc.com tel: 630.773.3900 fax: 630.773.3975

ning tasks and strong written, verbal, computer
and organizational skills are required.

Senior Traffic Engineer

Metro Transportation Group, Inc. is a 30-person
traffic engineering and transportation planning
firm located in Hoffman Estates and Chicago,
Illinois and Fort Myers, Florida. We are seeking a
Senior Traffic Engineer for our Hoffman Estates
office. This position requires a 4-year degree
and 8 to 12 years experience in conducting and
managing traffic impact analyses, traffic opera-
tions analyses, traffic simulation and experience
in making public presentations/public hearings.
The P.E.,
P.T.O.E. or ability to obtain and be able to man-
age project, clients, budgets, support staff and

ideal candidate must have their

market (generate new business).

In addition to technical skills, the ability to work
in a team environment on engineering and plan-
ning tasks and strong written, verbal, computer
and organizational skills are required. Experi-
ence with Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Syn-
chro/Simtraffic, HCS and other transportation
related software is also necessary.

If you enjoy working in a relaxed environment
with good benefits, send your resumes to:

Rolf P. Kilian

Page 11

Do you have
employment
opportunities?

Advertise your job

opening in ITEMS. For

information contact:

William Eidson
847.823.0500
weidson@cbbel.com

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.

9575 W. Higgins Road, Suite 600

Rosemont, IL 60018

Tel (847) 823-0500 Fax (847) 823-0520

B

« Water Resources

Stormwater Management

o Environmental

Transportation
Structural
Mechanical/Electrical

Surveying

Construction

« Design/Build

Office Locations:

Rosemont, IL

New Lenox, IL
St. Charles, IL
Sycamore, IL

Peoria, IL

Indianapolis, IN
Crown Point, IN
South Bend, IN
Fort Wayne, IN
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EMPLOYMENT OPPOUTUNITIES

TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING

Clark Dietz, Inc., is a well respected employee-owned consulting engineering firm with offices in
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. We are a recognized leader in transportation, civil infrastructure,
structural, mechanical and electrical engineering, and construction observation. We are currently
seeking:

Transportation Engineer - Chicago, lllinois

B.S.C.E., P.E. and 6+ years in transportation engineering, design focusing on highways for IDOT and
ISTHA will qualify. Strong skills utilizing MicroStation, Geopak, plus strong communication skills are
necessary.

We offer an excellent compensation and benefits package and the opportunity for challenge and
professional growth. Please respond by email or mail directly, including salary requirement.

James W. Kartsounes

Clark Dietz, Inc. Want to Advertise?

Champaign, 1. Chicago, 1L
(2173 373-8900 (312) 638-9900
118 S. Clinton Street, Suite 600 et e o Place your
Kenosha, WI business card in ITEMS.
Chicago, IL 60661 (414) 631155 Contact
Z William Eidson
.. 847.823.0500
ENGINEERING ENVIRONMENTAL + TRANSPORTATION weidson@cbbel.com

MECHANICAL = ELECTRICAL
STRUCTURAL + CONSTRUCTION MET.

g
WOODMAN
Consulting Engineers

Providing Quality

Transportation Design

and Construction

TY-LININTERNATIONAL URS Services since 1946.

Offices in:
Crystal Lake, Mokena,
Cwll and Structural Engineers DeKalb, Grayslake,
. and Rockford, IL

GRG0 Nﬂrﬂl Milwakes Avenue 122 . Michigan Avenue, 1701 Golf Road, www.baxterwoodman.com
Cricaga, llinois 60646 Suite 1900 Suite 1000

Telephone [773) 792-3000 Chicago, IL 60603 Relling Meadows, L 60008

Facsimils (773) 7028335 312.939.1000 BAT 2280707

WWW . LUTSCorp.com
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SECTION CALENDAR

[MARCH 2005

SUN MO TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

[APRIL 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

[ MAY 2005

SUN MO WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

HNTB

MROCHTEECES ENGENEERS PEANNERS

PPN Canal Sereer
Suire 1250
Chicagn, THinois G6i-7252

Tl (312) 930-91 19
Faw ¢ 1020 97009053
wyrnhinefLoom

]

SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS

e March 9 —Women in Engineer-
ing Networking Night call Eileen
Claussen at 630.371.1818 for
details

e March 10—League of Women
Voters “State of Transportation”
More details at
www.lwvchicago.org

o March 17— lllinois Section
luncheon

o April 3 to 6—AASTHO GIS Con-
ference, Lincoln, Nebraska call
Diane Pierzinski at
916.654.3379 for details

e April 21 — lllinois Section lunch-
eon

o April 24 to 28—10th Annual TRB
Transportation Planning Appli-
cations Conference Portland,
OR see http://www.trb-
portland-05.com/
conference_resources.html for
details

e May 17—ITEMS Deadline

o May 19 — lllinois Section lunch-
eon

e May 19 & 20—-TENTATIVE FHWA
Traffic Signal Design Workshop
co-sponsored by ITE and ITS
Midwest (see Spring Seminar on
page 8)

* May 31—Call for abstracts due
TRB 9th Annual International
Conference on Low Volume
Roads see http://trb.org/news/
blurb_detail.asp?id=4534
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RANSYSTEMS
CCORPORATION M=

Highway Railroad
Bridge Transit
Traffic Land Surveying

Planning, Feasibility Studies, Design, and Construction Management Services

Schaumburg Office Chicago Office
Grace L. Dysico, PE. www.transystems.com Todd S. Bright, P.E.
1051 Perimeter Drive 222 South Riverside Plaza
Suite 1025 Suite 2320
Schaumburg, IL 60173 “Offices Nationwide” Cheiago, IL 60606

(847) 605-9600
Fax (847) 605-9610

(312) 6699601
Fax (312) 6699606

Engineers ® Planners ® FEconomists

WILBUR SMITH ASSOCIATES

318 West Adams Street 1111 Burlington Avenue

Chicago, IL 60606 Ligle, IL 60532

Tel: (312) 782-1355 Tel: (630) 4342111

Fax:(3132) 782-1231 Fax: (A30) 434-28163
hittpfwww wrilbursmith.com

U.S. Offices Nationwide
International Offices Worldwide

LOCHNER

ENGINEERS AND PLANNERS

Providing Engineeting Excellence for 60 years.

Headquarters:
Crive, Suite 12

www.hwlochner.com

“Consulting, Construction
& Real Estate”

V3 Companies is a consulting,
RPN construction and real estate organization
* The vision delivering responsible, value-added

solutions to the physical environment.

C1id fankibm
- wﬂ:h u)?cbl't;hca
WOODRIDGE HUNTLEY CHICAGD
V3 Corporate Center 11918 Dak Creek Pkwy. 120 N. LaSalle St.
7325 Janes Avenue  Huntley, IL 0142 Suite 1550
Suite 100 8476696270 Chicago, IL 60602
Woodridge, IL 60517 3124191985
630.724.8100

WWW.v3co.com




We are on the web!

www.ilite.org

ILLINOIS SECTION INSTITUTE

OF TRANSPORTATION
ENGINEERS

Mark Rinnan Mailing Address
¢/o0 Edwards and Kelcey

One North Franklin, Suite 500

Chicago, IL 60606
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ILLINOIS SECTION OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

OFFICERS STUDENT AFFAIRS GROUP
L Director Chris Hager (312) 251-3000 chager@ekmail.com
President Todd Fagen (773) 305-0805 tfagen@landstrategiesinc.com
Committees:
Vice President Dennis Dal Santo  (312) 793-2267 dalsantodg@dot.il.gov Scholarship Tim Sjogren (630) 942-9000 tsjogren@jacobandhefner.com
Dan Nowak (773) 693-3809 dnowak@CH2M.com
Secretary Peter Lemmon (312) 853-0820 pcl@metrotransportation.com Internship Kevin O'Neill (312) 6977234 Kevin_oneill@urscorp.com
Treasurer Amarpal Matharu (773) 693-3809 Amatharu@CH2M.com Student Activities Maynard Abuan (312) 796-5910 mabuan@civiltechinc.com
ACTIVITIES GROUP PUBLIC AFFAIRS GROUP
Director Sagar Sonar  (847) 6059600  srsonar@transystems.com Director Mark Rinnan (312) 424-5419 mrinnan@ekmail.com
Committees: Committees:
House & Joel Christell (630) 773-3900 jehristell@civiltechinc.com Public Relations OPEN
Special Events  Steve Pautsch (630) 773-3900 spautsch@civiltechinc.com o . -
Brian DeSalle (630) 773-3900 bdesalle@civiltechinc.com Legislative Affairs Dan Loftus (812) 4463447 djl@djloftus.com
Program Kevin Bischel (312) 803-6481 Bischel@pbworld.com Conference Coordination C. Kropidlowski (312) 744-4866 ckropidlow@aol.com
Gregory Gedemer  (312) 424-5435 ggedemer@ekmail.com Past President’s Jettf Young (815) 3344980 jryoung@co.mchenry.il.us
Awards Athreya Sreenivasan (773) 693-6030 Athreya.Sreenivasan@CH2M.com
OPERATIONS GROUP
TECHNICAL GROUP ) . - )
- Director Joe Emry (630) 773-3900 jemry@civiltechinc.com
Director Matt Letourneau (312) 424-5424 mletourneau@ekmail.com
Committees:
Committees: i i
Seminars Kim Kolody (773) 693-3800 Kkolody@ch2m.com Reggrds & Govind Vadakpat (312) 9305234 govind.vadakpat@parsons.com
Transportation  Peter Reinhofer (312) 930-5175 peter.reinhofer@parsons.com Mailing
Planning Ambassador Tom Hein (847) 255-8500 tmhein@ace-plc.com
IS Scott Lee (312) 9309119 leesg@dot.il.gov . . .
Roundabouts Mike Gingrich (630) 823-3215 mag@metrotransportation.com Advertising Bill Eidson (847) 823-0500 weidson@chbel.com
Website Younglae Ju (312) 9309119 yju@hntb.com

ITEMS Mark Rinnan (312) 4245419 mrinnan@ekmail.com



